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Ranger,	The	Invention	of	Tradition	(Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press,	1983).	A	convincing	introduction	to	the	figure	remains	the	documentary	by	Thierry	Michel	Mobutu:	ROI	du	Zaã,	from	1999.40,	for	a	discussion	on	the	history	of	Mont	Ngaliema	as	a	power	seat	of	pre-colonial	times,	see	Johan	Lagae	and	Bernard	Toulier,	Kinasa	(Brussels:
Civa,	2013),	40-53.41	See	Toulier,	Lagae	and	Gemoets,	Kinshasa:	ET	Architecture	pays	Urbain	(note	20)	.42	One	can	think	here	mainly	of	the	so-called	popular	painting,	a	genre	that	has	been	extensively	documented	and	discussed	by	scholars	such	as	Johannes	Fabian	and	Bogumil	Jewesiwiecki.43	"Si	Vous	Cherchez	des	Manifestations	de	L'Athenticit.
He	sought	to	build	popular	support	through	his	popular	revolution	movement	(Mouventent	Populaire	de	la	R	©	Volution;	MPR),	which	until	1990	was	the	only	legal	party	in	the	country.	This	edition	was	published	on	the	occasion	of	the	official	visit	of	President	Giscard	d'Estaing	to	the	Congo.	For	a	discussion	about	the	significance	of	this	monument,
see	Johan	Lagae,	“The	Hero,	the	Tower	and	the	Horse:	reevaluating	two	urban	icons	of	colonial/post-colonial	Kinshasa	‘(article	presented	at	the	Biennial	Conference	of	the	German	Association	For	African	studies,	Mainz,	April	7,	2010)	.22	The	Eugenio	Palumbo	Archives	were	only	available	for	research	when	they	were	deposited	by	their	widow	in	the
archives	of	Anditure	Moderne	in	Brussels	in	2010.23	The	fact	that	it	was	an	was	an	Italian	architect	who	was	recruited	for	the	position	is	not	so	surprising,	because	throughout	the	colonial	era,	the	experience	in	Italian	construction	was	often	used	in	the	Congo.	In	February	1961,	however,	Mobutu	handed	over	the	government	to	Kasavubu,	who	made
Mobutu's	commander	in	chief	of	the	military.	Marginalized	by	the	multiparty	and	sick	system,	Mobutu	finally	abandoned	government	control	in	Mayylivaeh	evah	,oloyiL	rotplucs	eht	sa	hcus	,emiger	utuboM	eht	fo	enecs	citsitra	eht	fo	srebmem	gnivivrus	taht	neht	esirprus	oN	.M	.15	,)5791	enuJ(	545	.asahsniK	ni	ameilagN	tnoM	no	tliub	saw	hcihw
,tenibac	laitnediserp	eht	,.g.e	,	dengised	eh	,ylgnilleT	52.)4691(	asahsniK	ni	doohrobhgien	azniB-olejD	eht	ni	tnemarcaS	.S.T	ud	esilgE	eht	si	hcihw	fo	tnatropmi	tsom	eht	,emit	OCSENU	sih	gnirud	sisab	tnednepedni	na	no	stcejorp	emos	dengised	ydaerla	tcaf	ni	dah	eh	taht	setacidni	oiloftrop	s	'Obmulap	42.)	8002,	NattamRah'L:	Sirap	(Ecnadnepâ	©	©
ãƒƒDNI'L	Sâ¨ƒRPA	te	tnava	EIV	Ed	Sticâ	©	©	ã:	Asahsnik-agoc	ud	SEGLEB,	ONADRIG	OIRASOR,.	;ynoloc	naigleB	eht	ni	ecneserp	nailatI	gnorts	a	etiuq	saw	ereht	,tcaf	nI	.stneduts	ytisrevinu	emos	dna	,laviver	cimonoce	detpmetta	eht	ni	erahs	on	deniag	ohw	sremraf	llams	,stnemnrevog	suoiverp	ni	selor	evisiced	deyalp	dah	taht	spuorg	cinhte	,selixe
eselognoC	suoremun	morf	emac	elur	sih	ot	noitisoppo?	yadot	seirtnuoc	tseroop	s'dlrow	eht	fo	eno	eb,	slai	retam	suoicerp	dna	slarenim	fo	enim	dlog	elbatirev	a	,eriaZ	nac	woH	.de	,sruoj	son	Â	Ã​	0381	ed	euqigleB	ne	erutcetihcra'l	ed	eriannoitciD	ni	eagaL	nahoJ	yb	nettirw	seirtne	tnereffid	sa	llew	sa	;)3102	,BLU	atroH	erbmaC	aL	erutcetihcrA	Â
©Ã​tlucaF/AVIC	:sellexurB(	asahsniK	,reilluoT	dranreB	dna	eagaL	nahoJ	ees	,repap	siht	ni	denoitnem	stcetihcra	naigleB	eht	no	noitamrofni	erom	roF.sretnec	nabru	niam	eht	fo	yrehpirep	eht	no	sdoohrobhgien	nacirfA	wen	fo	noitcurtsnoc	eht	rof	elbisnopser	noitazinagro	latatsarap	lainoloc	a	,	Seniacirfa	Sâ	©	ãƒƒTic	SED	ECIFFO	EHT,	ACO	EHT	FO
SREBMem	Remrof	OSLA	TUB	81.)	4991,	ENIACIRFA	ECNESâ	©	ãƒRP:	Sirap	(Enitcidâ	©	ã	niac	NIQA	NIADRAJ	NUDRAJ	essiuqsE	:sesohc	sed	te	stom	sed	xueirolg	sproc	seL	koob	sih	ni	aedi	siht	spoleved	ebmiduM	71.99Â​Â​Ã¢76	:)7002(	37	sniacirfA	sreihaC	Â​Â​Ã¢,elainoloc	elatipac	enu'd	emsinabru'l	te	erutcetihcra'	L	.Rilrae	shtnom	neeves	rewop
gnizies	nugeb	dah	secrof	esohw,	alibak	tenerual	redael	leber	eht	ot	ot	regoR	euq	odnezid	¡Ãtse	,oditnes	esseN	41.	)¬​â	¢Ã	£ÃaZ	ud	serviL	sdnarG​Å	¬​â	¢Ã	sod	mu	omoc	orvil	o	evercsed	utuboM	,oic¡Ãferp	oN	?redop	ues	uiurtsnoc	ele	acig³Ãl	euq	mE	.sivic	moc	onrevog	od	sotsop	odnehcneerp	,emiger	ues	ed	ratilim	azerutan	a	razivaus	uotnet	utuboM.
)arietse	aus	me	ogof	odnaxied	,ratsiuqnoc	araP	.riS	©ÃD-hpesoJ	ed	emon	oirp³Ãrp	ues	uodum	ele	,2791	ed	orienaj	mE	.)6791	,sserP	OCSENU	:siraP(	eriaZ	od	acilbºÃpeR	an	larutluc	acit​ÃloP	,.de	,elebmotoB	agnakE	agnokoB	etlusnoc	,utuboM	ed	emiger	o	bos	larutluc	acit​Ãlop	ad	lareg	o£Ãsiv	amu	araP	.)2991	,sserP	elaY	ed	edadisrevinU	:serdnoL	e	TC
,nevaH	weN(	lanoicaN	edaditnedI	e	rewoP	,arutetiuqrA	,elaV	ecnerwaL	m©Ãbmat	rev	,hellE	ed	ohlabart	od	m©ÃlA	3.01	,)6002	,dnalraFcM	:CN	,nosreffeJ(	lainoloc-	s³Ãp	acirf​Ã	an	arutetiuqrA	e	etrA	,sseH	yrreB	tenaJ	;)1002	,GDV	:ramieW(	XX	oluc©Ãs	od	osoicibma	siam	onabru	ngised	ed	otejorp	o	:ajubA	,hellE	idmanN	;)2002	,regearP	:TC	,troptseW(
acirf​Ã	an	redoP	e	arutetiuqrA	,hellE	idmanN	2	.)1002	,letserP	:euqinuM(	4991	-	5491	,acirf​Ã	an	o£Ã§Ãatrebil	e	aicnªÃdnepedni	ed	sotnemivom	:otruc	oluc©Ãs	O	,.de	,rozewnE	iuwkO	1	.Z	84.atircse	res	asicerp	adnia	aselognoc	sotetiuqra	e	sohnucsar	ed	otnemaniert	od	air³Ãtsih	a	,otnatne	oN	.sonacirfa	satops©Ãd	sod	lev¡Ãretlani	siam	e	ogitna	siam	o
are	okeS	eseS	utuboM	,"sorgen	sier"	sod	omitlºÃ	o	,acigl©ÃB	ad	socit​Ãlana	e	sianoicnuf	sotiocsib	somacoloc	sanepa	,ranilced	rop	ratpo	ªÃcov	eS	.227	-	607	,)7	atoN(	elaR	©Â	N	©ÃG	eriotsiH	,lewyadN	etlusnoc	,acit​Ãrc	siam	ocuop	mu	arutsop	amu	araP	?sriooriM	selliV	,sellexurB	-	ellivdlopO	©Â	£Ãl​Å	¬​â	¢Ã	,eagaL	nahoJ	rev	,otnemunom	od
etneuqesbus	onitsed	o	e	otneve	etseN	61.64	,)21	atoN(	larutluC	acit​ÃloP	,elebmotoB	51.	)9002	ed	onotuo	,asahsniK	,opmaC	ed	ohlabarT	erbos	seµÃ§ÃamrofnI(	atelpmocni	e	asoicnednet	asiuqsep	ed	o-	odnamahc	,eniruT	ed	orvil	O	Turine's	recent	book	Les	arts	du	Congo	d'hier	à	nos	jours	(Bruxelles:	La	Renaissance	du	Livre,	2007),	almost	completely
silences	the	production	of	Académie	de	Beaux	Arts	artists	in	Kinshasa,	which	was	considered	the	place	of	reproduction	for	official	art.	For	more	than	a	third	of	a	century	he	rules	alone	over	the	ruins	of	a	devastated	country,	delivering	favors	and	disgrace.	Squarci,	an	Italian	designer	who	was	working	in	Palumbo's	office	at	the	time	(interview	with	the
authors,	2011).30	This	hypothesis	was	not	confirmed	by	Palumbo's	designer,	Mr.	Squarci.	She	is	wearing	a	pagne	and	a	cloth	in	which	she	is	carrying	her	baby,	both	carrying	an	impression	with	a	motif	based	on	the	acronym	MPR,	referring	to	the	Mobutu’s	Populaire	de	la	Révolution,	the	political	party	that	“le	guide”	had	founded	in	1967	and	that	was
the	only	authorized	in	the	country.	In	fact,	in	rural	areas	there	was	still	a	form	of	“babyss	fisherman”	in	practice.	39	Many	works	documented	the	cruelties	of	the	Mobutu	regime,	both	popular	accounts	and	the	most	academic	academic	work.	On	May	17,	1997,	defeated	by	triumphant	rebels,	Mobutu	flees	from	his	country	to	a	miserable	exile.	He	also
faced	a	continuing	threat	of	attacks	against	the	Shaba	region	(African	name	of	Mobutu	to	Katanga	province)	by	Katangese	rebels	based	in	Angola.	In	1977,	Mobutu	had	to	request	French	military	intervention	to	repel	an	invasion	of	Zaire	by	Katangese,	supported	by	Angola.	Palumbo	and	Squarci	in	the	course	of	2010-2011,	however,	suggest	that	a
personal	argument	was	at	the	base	of	the	building's	change	function.	Endemic	government	corruption,	bad	management	and	neglect	led	to	the	decline	of	the	country's	infrastructure,	while	Mobutu	itself	accumulated	one	of	the	largest	personal	fortunes	in	the	world.	With	the	end	of	the	Cold	War	in	the	1990s,	Mobutu	lost	much	of	Western	financial
support	thatbeen	supplied	in	exchangeintervention	in	the	affairs	of	the	neighbors	of	Zaire.	See	Kim	De	Raedt,	“Between	‘True	Believers’	and	Operational	Experts:	UNESCO	Architects	and	School	Building	in	Post-colonial	Africa”,	Journal	of	Architecture	19,	no.	In	MPR,	see	Ndaywel,	Histoire	générale	(note	7),	667–674.38	In	fact,	such	forms	of
“traditional	justice”	were	not	completely	abandoned	during	colonial	times.	But	how	was	the	son	of	a	cook	and	a	young	sergeant	in	the	colonial	army	able	to	become	one	of	the	richest	men	in	the	world?	In	1960	Mobutu	represented	Lumumba	at	the	Brussels	Round	Table	Conference	on	the	independence	of	the	Congo	until	the	launch	of	Lumumba,	who
had	been	arrested	for	his	nationalist	activities	in	the	Congo.	In	1965,	after	a	struggle	of	power	had	developed	between	President	Kasavubu	and	his	Prime	Minister,	Moise	Tshombe,	Mobutu	removed	Kasavubu	in	a	coup	and	took	over	the	presidency.	For	example,	see	Michael	Schatzberg,	The	Dialectics	of	Oppression	in	Zaire	(Bloomington:	Indiana
University	Press,	1988).	Mobutu	Sese	Seko,	also	called	Mobutu	Sese	Seko	Koko	Ngbendu	Wa	Za	Banga,	original	name	Joseph	(-Désiré)	Mobutu,	(born	14	October	1930,	Lisala,	Belgian	Congo	[now	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo]	-	died	on	7	September	1997,	Rabat,	Morocco),	president	of	the	Zaire	(now	the	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo)	who
took	power	in	a	coup	of	1965	and	ruled	for	about	1997.	Mobutu	was	educated	at	missionary	schools	and	began	his	career	in	1949	in	the	Belgian	Congolese	army,	the	Publique	Force,	which	rises	from	an	official	to	a	larger	sergeant,	the	highest	rank,	then	open	to	Africans.	1	(1975):	134-139.9	Eric	J.	Eight	days	later,	the	Congo	Force,	Publique,	rioted
against	its	Belgian	officials.	In	fact,	Mobutu	is	not	the	"monster"	that	many	accused	him	of	being.	Still	in	the	army,	Mobutu	contributed	newspaper	articles	in	Léopoldville	(now	Kinshasa).	Anne	Van	LooFonds	Mercator,	Mercator,es-uonrot	oic​Ãfide	od	adahcaf	an	ociasom	on	otircsni	emon	O	63.okeS	eseS	utuboM	lareneG	oa	otubirt	mu	omoc	odacilbup
iof	odartsuli	etnemasouxul	orvil	etsE	​​âniacirfa	eirtap	ednarg	ton	ed	egatir©Ãh	erbon	el	snoved	oniuq		Ã	sertªÃcna	sel	,ruoj	s¨Ãrpa	ruoj	,©Ãnno§Ãaf	tno'l	euq	let	,sniacirfA'd	egasiv	iarv	erton	ed	etrevuoc©Ãd​​â	od	uolaf	utuboM	,1791	ed	orierevef	ed	41	me	rakaD	me	esialag©Ãn©ÃS	etsissergorP	o£ÃinU	a	arap	odad	osrucsid	ortuo	mE	.abmumuL	ritimed
ubuvasaK	ed	avitatnet	a	etnematerces	uoiopa	utuboM	.abmumuL	e	ubuvasaK	ertne	otnemivlovnesed	me	redop	ed	atul	a	raicneulfni	ed	o£Ã§Ãisop	me	avatse	utuboM	,)sreenitum	eht	ot	yap	kcab	e	seµÃssimoc	gnisnepsid	etnemlarebil	yb	deniag(	oticr©Ãxe	o	erbos	elortnoc	reuqlauq	moc	siaicifo	socuop	sod	mu	omoC	.edadiledif	asson	a	e	seµÃ§Ãiart
sasson	sa	,esab	asson	a	e	aidravoc	asson	a	,azednarg	e	seµÃ§Ãibma	sasson	sa	moc	,s³Ãn	ed	mu	sanepa	©Ã	elE	.resinret©Ã's	ed	euqsir	tnemesueruehlam	iuq	o£Ã§Ãisnart	ed	edoir©Ãp	enu	snad	snoviv	suoN	.OCSENU	alocse	ad	o£Ã§Ãurtsnoc	ed	atsilaicepse	mu	are	adnia	ele	odnauq	CDR	ad	sueilim	redop	e	etile	an	etnemetrof	es-odaroprocni	etnemlaer
ahnit	¡Ãj	obmulaP	."s​ÃaP	od	iaP	O"	uo	"rodacificap	O"	,"reifinU	O"	,"o£Ã§ÃuloveR	ad	red​ÃL	O"	ed	semon	so	bos	meb	etnemlaugi	odicehnoc	iof	e	lanoicidnocni	ohlugro	rop	odaredil	iof	,eriaZ	od	lahceram	,agnabaZ	aW	okeseS	eseS	utuboM	,onrevog	ues	ed	sona	03	sod	ognol	oA	.)5791	,lanoitan	euqihpargo©ÃG	tutitsnI	:siraP(	asahsniK	ed	saltA	,eilliaC
naV	reivaX	e	iyubM	ednoknaK	moc	o£Ã§Ãarepooc	me	,niaP	craM	e	toiruolF	naeJ	,ymixaM	eD	©ÃneR	ajeV	gnibircsed	,rewsna	na	edivorp	lliw	"eriaZ	fo	gnik	,utuboM"	mlif	eht	snoitseuq	eseht	lla	oT	.S	mailliW	;)1102	,egdeltuoR	:nodnoL(	ytitnedI	dna	tnempoleveD	,	It	is	lautcetihcra	tnaruoc	nu'd	relrap	erocne	tuep	en	no	,sniomna©	È	́stnemesitrevda
enilno	fo	tnetnoc	eht	ezilanosrep	ot	dna	devorpmi	rehtruf	eb	nac	ti	woh	,desu	si	etis	ruo	woh	erusaem	nac	ew	seikooc	gnisu	yB	.T	htebasilE	,kelahsoK	d	nirahciR	C	eht	fo	cilbupeR	citcomeD	eht	morf	1791	rebotcO	ni	degnahc	saw	yrtnuoc	eht	fo	eht	ehT	.ymra	eht	teninagroer	utubo	M	feihc	ni	rednammoc	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,
eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	eh	,	M	,tabaR	ni	tpmetnoc	dna	ecnereffidni	tsdima	recnac	fo	seid	eh	retal	shtnom	wef	A	.esnefed	lanoitan	rof	etats	fo	yraterces	utuboM	detnioppa	abmumuL	reimer	P	dna	ubuvasa	K	hpesoJ	tnediserP	fo	tnemnrevog	noitilaoc	eht	,0691	,03	enuJ	no	tnednepedni	emaceb	ognoC	eht	nehW.ogno	C	tnednepedni	eht	rof	etats
dezilartnec	ylgnorts	a	rof	)detpoda	erew	hcihw(	slasoporp	sâabmumuL	detroppus	utuboM	,ecnerefnoc	eht	gniruD	.noitasinoloced	morf	dna	raw	dloc	eht	morf	nsalt	P	nairiaZ	eht	,lacilobaid	sa	deyartrop	netfo	,hcranom	naillevaihcaM	A	.rehpiced	ot	dedoreof	a	character	worthy	of	a	great	Shakespearean	tragedy.	Over	the	years,	Mobutu	has	proved	to	be
adept	to	keep	his	government	in	the	face	of	internal	rebellions	and	coup	attempts,	but	his	regime	had	little	success	in	establishing	the	conditions	necessary	for	economic	growth	and	development.	Mobutu	died	in	exile	shortly	after.	The	Congolese	historian	Isidore	Ndaywel	also	refers	to	this	notion	of	“investment”	by	discussing	the	seizure	of	power	of
Mobutu	and	the	policies	that	he	issued	after	recherchercher	les	valeurs	de	ses	ancãatres,	Afin	d'en	aproi	cells	celles	qui	contributor	ã	Son	Dé	VelopPement	Harmonieux	et	Naturel.	Smith	and	Russell	Ferguson	(New	York:	Abrams,	1998),	190	-	227,49	in	this	regard,	prospective	research	that	recently	carried	out	in	the	archives	of	the	Belgian
construction	company	Blaton,	which	was	very	active	in	the	Congo	and	in	other	African	countries	during	the	post-independence	era,	building	several	of	Palumbo's	major	projects,	opens	promising	new	perspectives	to	reevaluate	the	architectural	practices	of	that	period	and	the	transnational	networks.50	See	the	edition	of	the	theme	"â€	œZaire	1975"	of
the	magazine	Europa	Outremer,	no.	For	a	critical	discussion	on	the	missions	of	Sé	Cretariat	des	Missions	d'rbanisme	et	d'abitat	in	Kinshasa,	see	Luce	Beeckmans,	“Planning	a	former	Belgian	colony	Gem:	a	critical	analysis	of	the	French	urban	planning	missions	in	post-independence	Kinshasa,	â€as	82	(2010):	55	-	76,20	for	a	brief	research	on	such
projects	in	Kinshasa,	see	Bernard	La	See	Michel	Ragon,	Olivier	Clé	Ment	Cacoub:	Architecture	de	Soleil	(Tunis:	C	©	Rã	Editions,	1974).	He	was	re-elected	for	the	presidency	in	a	man's	contests	in	1970	and	1977.	In	2001,	the	Palais	de	Marbre	to	gain	some	notoriety,	as	it	was	the	site	where	then-president	Laurent	D​Ã©Âsir​Ã©Â	Kabila	was
assassinated.32	Palumbo's	personal	library	attests	to	this,	containing	a	number	of	books	on	the	Brazilian	architect	Oscar	Niemeyer.33	On	this	monumental	axis	and	Ricquier's	project	for	it,	see	Lagae,	L​Ã©Âopoldville¢Ã​Â​ÂBruxelles	(note	16).34	Mobutu's	official	dress	code	consisted	of	an	abacost,	a	bonnet	in	leopard	skin,	and	a	carved	wooden	stick,
referring	to	the	sign	of	power	of	the	traditional	African	chief.35	See	500	visages	du	Zaire	(Kinshasa:	Bureau	du	Pr​Ã©Âsident	de	la	R​Ã©Âpublique	du	Zaire,	1975),	247.	A	later	example	is	Cornet,	Za​Ã¯Âre:	Peuples/art/culture	(Antwerpen:	Fonds	Mercator,	1989).	On	trouve	une	architecture	hybride	qui	n'est	ni	africaine	ni	europ​Ã©Âenne	et	cela	pour	la
simple	raison	que	les	architectes	locaux,	za​Ã¯Ârois	ou	autres,	ne	sont	pas	consult​Ã©Âs.¢Ã​Â​Â	Palumbo	cited	in	Kiefu	Biwandu,	¢Ã​Â​ÂQuand	la	maison	va	¢Ã​Â¦Â,¢Ã​Â​Â	Zaire:	L'Hebdomadaire	de	l'Afrique	Centrale	290	(February	25,	1974):	35¢Ã​Â​Â42.44	For	a	discussion	of	this	phenomenon,	see	Lagae,	¢Ã​Â​ÂKongo	zoals	het	is¢Ã​Â​Â	(note	28).45	See
Maurice	Culot	and	Jean-Marie	Thiveaud,	eds.,	Architectures	fran​Ã§Âaises	outre-mer	(Li​Ã¨Âge:	Mardaga,	1992).46	See	Tshisuaka	Kanyinda,	¢Ã​Â​ÂIn	Memoriam:	Il	y	a	deux	ans	mourait	le	Professeur	Ordinaire	Tala-Ngai	Fernand¢Ã​Â​Â	[Obituary:	Two	Years	Ago	Full	Professor	Tala-Ngai	Fernand	Passed	Away],	Annales	de	l'IBTP	7	(2008).47	This	training
started	in	1958	within	the	Saint	Lucas	Art	School	in	Kinshasa,	which	was	run	by	Father	Marc	Wallenda,	and	was	later	incorporated	into	the	Institut	du	B​Ã¢Âtiment	et	des	Travaux	Publics	(a	building	designed	by	Palumbo),	which	to	this	day	is	the	only	center	for	architectural	education	in	the	Congo.	For	an	insightful	discussion	from	the	perspective	of
literature,	see	Valentin	Y.	See	also	Toulier,	Lagae,	and	Gemoets,	Kinshasa	(note	20);	Beeckmans,	¢Ã​Â​ÂFrench	Planning	in	a	Former	Belgian	Colony¢Ã​Â​Â	(note	19).51	of	this	Chinese	scheme	were	discovered	in	the	archives	of	the	Bureau	d'Etudes	et	Aménagement	urbains	(BEAU)	in	Kinshasa	in	January	2010.	Lim	and	Jiat	Hwee-Chang,	Non	West
Modernist	Past:	On	Architecture	and	Modernities	(Singapore:	World	Scientific	Books,	2011).5	Hess,	Art	and	Architecture	(Note	2),	1.6	Enwezor,	The	Short	Century	(Note	1),	14.7	For	an	elaborate	discussion	of	this	policy,	see	Isidore	Ndaywel	è	Nziem,	Histoire	générale	du	Congo:	De	l'héritage	ancien	à	la	République	Démocratique	du	Congo	(Paris:
Duculot,	1998).	However,	the	file	contains	an	intriguing	document	on	the	project	consisting	of	a	cut-out	version	of	the	plan,	which	seems	to	highlight	our	reading.31	Conversations	with	Mrs.	1	(2014):	19–42.26	The	complex	structure	was	calculated	with	the	help	of	structural	engineers	from	the	internationally	renowned	laboratory	for	Reinforced
Concrete	at	Ghent	University,	founded	by	Professor	Gustave	Magnel.	27	In	the	UNESCO	building	of	Paris,	see	Alexander	von	Vegesack,	ed.,	Marcel	Breuer:	Design	and	Architecture	(Weil	am	Rhein:	Vitra,	2003),	334–358.28	For	a	more	complete	discussion	of	the	use	of	decorative	motifs	“Africanizing”	in	colonial	architecture,	see	Johan	Lagae,	“Kongo
zoals	het	is”:	Drie	Architectuurverhalen	uit	de	Belgische	kolonisatiegeschiedenis	1920–1960	(PhD	diss.,	Ghent	University,	2002).29	Information	provided	by	you.	P.	Çelik,	“Cultural	Intersections:	Revisioning	Architecture	and	the	City	in	the	Twentieth	Century”,	in	At	the	End	of	the	Century:	One	Hundred	Years	of	Architecture,	ed.	C'est	le	refus	du
people	zaïrois	d'épouser	aveuglement	les	idéologies	importées."	Mobutu's	speech	to	the	United	Nations,	October	4,	1974,	quoted	in	Ndaywel,	Histoire	générale	(Note	7),	676.	For	the	particular	position	of	the	beautiful	arts,	see	Badi-Banga	Ne-Mwine,	Contribution	to	l'étude	historique	...	de	l'art	plastique	zaïrois	moderne	(Kinshasa:	Editions	Malakyika,
1977).	When	the	Lumumbahis	forces	to	overthrow	Kasavubu	in	September	1960,	Mobutu	seized	control	of	the	government	and	announced	that	he	was	“neutralizing”	all	politicians.	Read	all	about	our	cookie	policy	here.	Hobsbawm	and	Terence	O.	Je	ne	vous	citerai	comme	exemple	que	surees	decorations	murales	telles	que	celles	du	tribunal	de	1ère
instance	(Kinshasa),	celles	de	l'Eglise	du	Très	Saint	Sacrement	à	Binza.	After	his	discharge	in	1956,	he	became	a	reporter	for	the	journal	L’Avenir	(“The	Future”)	and	later	editor	of	the	weekly	Actualités	Africaines.	Through	your	press	contacts	Mobutu	met	Congolese	nationalist	leader	Patrice	Lumumba,	whose	National	Congolese	Movement
(Mouvement	National	Congolais;	MNC)	he	joined	shortly	after	it	was	released	in	1958.	Jacques	Vanderlinden	(Brussels:	CRISP,	1980),	309–398.13	In	this	sense,	see	the	studies	published	by	Joseph-Aurelien	Cornet,	director	of	the	National	Museum	of	the	Congo/Zaïre	under	Mobutu.	In	any	case,	to	stay	in	tune	with	Mobutu’s	“autenticité”	policy,
Palumbo	regularly	resorted	to	Congolese	artists	from	Académie	des	Beaux-Arts	to	design	the	mural	decorations	of	their	projects.	37	The	dress	of	the	female	figure	is	impressive.	Two	years	later,	Mobutu	placed	a	revolt	led	by	white	mercenaries	linked	to	the	Congolese	army.	Mudimbe,	“The	La	Culture”,	in	Du	Congo	au	Zaïre	1960–1980:	Bilan	Essai,
ed.	For	a	more	popularized,	yet	academic	sound	research,	which	also	gives	insight	into	how	Congolese	have	experienced	social,	political,	economic	and	cultural	developments	over	time,	see	David	Van	Reybrouck,	Congo:	A	History	(New	York:	Harper	Collins,	2014;	original	Dutch	ed.,	2010).8	Kenneth	Lee	Adelman,	“The	Recourse	to	Authenticity	and
Negritude	in	Zaire”,	Journal	of	Modern	African	Studies	13,	no.	His	efforts	to	revive	the	Congo	economy	included	measures	such	as	nationalizing	the	Katanga	copper	mines	and	encouraging	investmentAlly	of	the	West,	with	its	secret	servants	and	their	"promoters"	from	Europe	and	the	rich,	Mobutu	constructs	a	pyreal	of	displeased	and	predatemal
power,	fortified	by	money	and	corruption.	corruption.	
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